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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS South Mountain Reservation consists of 2,047.14 acres of public land in the

central section of Essex County (hereinafter, the “County”), extending through the municipalities

of West Orange (hereinafter, the “Township”), Maplewood and Millburn; and

WHEREAS the Essex County Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs is

the public agency vested with the management and control of South Mountain Reservation; and

WHEREAS there exists a portion of South Mountain Reservation that is known and

identified as Turtle Back Rock; and

WHEREAS Turtle Back Rock is within the borders of the Township; and

WHEREAS there is open space located at Turtle Back Rock that is suitable for use as

an athletic field (hereinafter, the “Turtle Back Open Space”); and

WHEREAS there are a substantial amount of young residents in the Township

participating in athletics, often in affiliation with the Township’s Recreation Department, the

Mountain Top League, and the West Orange Police Athletic League; and

WHEREAS the Township is desirous of the promotion, encouragement, and

accommodation of its young athletes, and seeks to achieve that goal, in part, by ensuring the

availability of an adequate amount of athletic fields in the Township; and

WHEREAS the popularity of the recreation programs offered by the Township’s

Recreation Department, Mountain Top League, and West Orange Police Athletic League is

steadily increasing, and expanding enrollment in soccer and baseball/softball programs has

placed a burden on existing athletic fields in the Township;

WHEREAS the Township is desirous to have improvements made to the Turtle Back

Open Space such that same can be utilized as an athletic field for non-exclusive use by the

residents of the Township, the Township’s Recreation Department, the Mountain Top League,

and the West Orange Police Athletic League; and
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NOW, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of West

Orange, that the Mayor and Township Council are formally requesting that the County assist in

making improvements to the Turtle Back Open Space such that the Turtle Back Open Space

can be utilized for youth soccer and baseball/softball programs.

________________________________                                                             
Karen Carnevale Honorable Victor Cirilo
Township Clerk Council President

Adopted: January 22, 2013


